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Hospital Building Protection Zone Guidelines 

Introduction 

In accordance with the Premier’s Circular 2012/02, WA Health has been encouraged to 

implement Building Protection Zones (BPZs) in an effort to improve preparedness for the 

coming 2012-13 bushfire season.  The focus of the BPZ proposal is on protecting critical 

infrastructure from the risk of bushfire.  

BPZs are areas around buildings in which fuel loads are modified to reduce the exposure of 
buildings to flame, heat and embers, and assist in efforts to defend buildings from bushfire. 

Hospital BPZ guideline instructions 

 Hospitals should complete an annual self assessment of their critical infrastructure in 

order to determine their compliance with BPZ standards.  This assessment should be 

completed annually prior to the commencement of the fire season (1st December). 

 Every hospital building and asset of critical infrastructure is to be surrounded by a BPZ 

that meets the requirements in the table over page.  

 Answers that are ticked in the shaded NO column are action items.  

 Identified action items are to be addressed in order to meet the Fire and Emergency 

Services (FESA) guidelines for BPZs. 

 Where applicable, these action items should be added to the hospital’s risk register. 

Hospital bush fire survivability assessments 

Hospitals are also encouraged to complete a comprehensive Hospital Bush Fire Survivability 

Assessment. This assessment has been developed by the FESA and allows health services to 

determine their vulnerability to bushfire.  Consultation with local FESA representatives is 

recommended. 

 

 

 

http://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/GuidelinesAndPolicies/PremiersCirculars/Lists/Circular/Attachments/251/2012_02%20Building%20Protection%20Zone.pdf
http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/3/1366/2/critical_infrastructure.pm
http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/3/1366/2/critical_infrastructure.pm
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Hospital BPZ annual self-assessment tool 

 YES NO N/A 

1 
Is there a minimum width of 40 metres measured from any external wall of the 
building or asset to any identified hazardous vegetation? 

   

2 
Are all loose flammable materials within the BPZ removed in order to reduce the 
fuel load to less than 2 tonnes per hectare? 

   

3 Are all grasses within the BPZ maintained to a maximum height of 50mm?    

4 Are the crowns of trees within the BPZ separated 10 – 15 metres apart?    

5 
Are all lower branches of trees within the BPZ pruned (up to 2 metres off the 
ground) to stop a surface fire spreading to the canopy of the trees? 

   

6 Are tree crowns or branches clear from overhanging the building or asset?     

7 
Is there a minimum horizontal clearance of 2 metres between tree branches and 
buildings or assets? 

   

8 Are trees or shrubs in the BPZ cleared of dead material?    

9 
Are fences and barriers within 5 metres of buildings constructed of material that 
is not combustible? 

   

10 
If fences and barriers are combustible and lose rigidity, will the fence’s failure 
compromise the integrity of the hospital building? 

   

11 
Are gas cylinders isolated from radiant heat and stored in an area that is clear of 
all flammable material? 

   

12 
Are gas cylinders securely tethered with non-flammable fastenings to prevent 

toppling over? 

   

13 
Are gas bottles placed in way so if they vent, it is away from the hospital 
building? 

   

13 
Do driveways and access routes allow for the safe passage of emergency 
vehicles to all hospital buildings and assets on the land? 

   

14 Are roof gutters free of leaves and other combustible material?    

15 
Are roof mounted evaporative air coolers fitted with ember proof screens to the 
filter media to reduce the possibility of bush fire embers igniting the air cooler? 

   

16 

Are there any other issues that expose the hospital to an unreasonable level of threat? 

YES / NO 

If YES please describe below and consider adding to risk register 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Other considerations: 
 Do not clump shrubs or trees close to building; ensure that there is a gap between 

plants. 
 

 Reticulated and maintained gardens are not classed as flammable for the defendable 
space. 
 

 Areas such as pathways, drives, lawn, vegetable gardens, pools etc all serve to reduce 
fire intensity and will form an integral part of any BPZ. The effectiveness of these in 
reducing the risk of fire damage to a building is enhanced if these areas are close to the 
building. 

 

 The purpose of the BPZ is to reduce flammable fuel in the immediate vicinity of 
structures and other assets to reduce the bush fire attack level in accord with Australian 
Standard AS3959 section 2. 

 

 The requirements for BPZ within Western Australia for new buildings are specified in 
“Planning for Bushfire Protection” Element 4. 
 

 Where a dwelling or other building or asset has been constructed to conform to AS 
3959 then the BPZ may be adjusted to suit the bush fire attack level as calculated in 
AS3959 section 2. 
 

The following photograph illustrates an example of an effective BPZ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph sourced from FESA Publication ‘What is a building protection zone?’ 

 

http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/bush_fire_protection.pdf

